Media release - 31 March 2022

PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FOR THE HILL, ELLERSLIE
Auckland Thoroughbred Racing (ATR) formerly Auckland Racing Club has selected Fletcher Living, to
develop a 6.2ha parcel of land at Ellerslie Racecourse known as The Hill, for residential housing.
The proposed development will include approximately 370 residential units in a mix of different
housing types including apartments, duplex, terraced and detached houses. Some of the dwellings
will be allocated to Fletcher’s retirement living business, Vivid Living.
Auckland Thoroughbred Racing Chief Executive Officer Paul Wilcox says that developing the unused
land will benefit the community.
“As part of our Club’s plans to futureproof the sport of racing, we are currently upgrading our track
at Ellerslie to an international-standard StrathAyr surface. However, with that kind of surface
unsuitable for jumps racing, that type of racing will no longer be held at Ellerslie and The Hill is thus
surplus to our requirements. The proposed Fletcher Living development will provide the community
with better connections to surrounding streets and public transport links.”
ATR selected Fletcher Living as the developer following a competitive bid process in 2021.
Steve Evans, Fletcher Building’s Chief Executive, Residential and Development says Fletcher Living is
delighted to be named the developer for The Hill.
“The Hill is a really exciting piece of land which will give us the scope to do what we do best - use our
extensive residential development experience to develop a vibrant new community that Auckland
can be proud of. We can’t wait to get stuck into the next stage with ATR.”
Alongside the housing, the development will also create new open spaces and pedestrian and cycle
connections alongside new public roads.
“We believe Fletcher Living will develop the land sensitively, with respect to the neighbouring
community. Their significant local knowledge, strong financial strength, and a reputation for delivery
will ensure that the project is one that the community can be proud of,” says Wilcox.
The Hill development proposal is being considered under the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track
Consenting) Act 2020 (FTCA). FTCA has been established to speed up consenting processes for
projects which are considered to support New Zealand’s recovery from the economic and social
impacts of COVID-19.
The Minister for the Environment, Hon David Parker, has confirmed that The Hill development meets
the criteria of the FTCA and should therefore be referred for consideration by an expert consenting
panel.
ATR and Fletcher Living will engage with local residents and retailers to facilitate an open dialogue,
and ensure the programme creates great outcomes for the local community.
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